L/",··\...

LA CRONiCA

Mareh

1987~;{

~.

;' I~l

r

OE NUEVO MEXICO

ISSUE NUMBER 25

TENTH ANNUAL
CONFERENCE
TO BE HELD IN ROSWELL
The recent discovery of the previously
unfound campsite used by Spanish explorer Coronado during the winter of
1539-1540, and a report on last summer's archaeological excavation of the
McSween House Lincoln County Warsite in Lincoln, are just two of the topics
to be presented when the Historical
Society of New Mexico meets in Roswell for its annual convention April
9-12. Additional topics to be presented
during the convention include homesteading in northeastern New Mexico,
the Santa Fe Trail, the Mexican War,
railroad history, military history, and
many others.
Each year the Historical Society's annual conference meets by invitation in a
different city in New Mexico.
The last time the annual conference
was held in Roswell, in 1980, the convention was "quite possibly the most
well-attended conference ever held by
the society," said Charles Bennett,
curator of history for the Palace of the
Governors, and vice president of the
Historical Society of New Mexico.
"We found that Roswellites were extremely interested and supportive when
we were here in 1980. It is very apparent that Roswell has a strong interest
in history, as evidenced by their excellent museums and active role in
historic preservation and the designation of historic districts and sites."
Around 50 programs on various aspects of New Mexico history will be
presented during the conference, by
history buffs, students and teachers at
all levels, professional historians and
others with specific historical interests.
"The conference is for everybody,"
said Bennett, who is also 1987 conference chairman. "It is conducted on a
very low-key, informal basis, creating
an atmosphere where everyone is
welcome and comfortable. This is the
ideal opportunity to meet other people
from across New Mexico who share an
interest in New Mexico history."
Other activities held in conjunction
with the conference include a barbecue

at South Springs Ranch, a reception at
Chaves County Historical Museum, a
display and sale of books from history
book publishers and dealers, a banquet
and awards ceremony, a book and collectibles auction and a bus tour of
Roswell's historic districts. Headquarters for the conference is the Sally
Port Inn.
"We are honored that the Historical
Society has again accepted the invitation
to meet in Roswell," said Art McQuiddy, director of the Convention and
Visitors Bureau of the Roswell Chamber of Commerce.
The Historical Society was founded
in 1859, and is the oldest such organization west of the Mississippi. The first
president, Col. John B. Grayson, resigned from the Society soon after the inception of the U.S. Civil War and died in
battle as a major general in the Confederate Army in 1863.
After suspending its activities in
1863, the Society was revived in 1880
and today the Society maintains a statewide program which includes working
with local historical groups, sponsoring
historical sites, and issuing publications
under the imprint of the University of
New Mexico Press.
The Historical Society began collecting historical materials in 1859 . In the
1880s, the Society received permission
to open a museum in the historic Palace
of the Governors, which it continued to
operate until the establishment of the
Museum of New Mexico in 1909 . In
1977 the Society donated its thousands
of historical materials to the museum.
These items constitute core collections of the various units of the state
museum system: the Palace of the
Governors, the Laboratory of Anthropology / Museum of Indian Art and
Culture and the Museum of International Folk Art.
For further information on the annual conference, interested persons may
contact the Chaves County Hisotrical
Museum, 622-8333, or Bennett at P.O.
Box 2087, Santa Fe, 87504
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VOLUNTEERSWO~NG

TO HELP PRESERVE RAILROAD
The Cumbres & T oltec Scenic Railroad has an active volunteer program to help
preserve and display the railroad. Over the last six years the volunteers have painted
over 25 freight cars, made major repairs to several freight cars, have painted several
engines, and done numerous other jobs to help preserve the narrow gauge railroad.

A dramatic difference as 80-year-old boxcars get their first coat of paint in many years
in the Chama yard from volunteers Bill Lock (Albuquerque), Hugh Wilson (Denver),
and Darrell Arndt (Denver) (L to R). Chama, New Mexico, August 23, 1986. Photo
by Spencer Wilson.

The Cumbres & Toltec Scenic
Railroad is owned by the states of
Colorado and New Mexico and runs
through the mountains from Chama,
New Mexico, to Antonito, Colorado.
This 64 mile section of the old Denver
& Rio Grande Westen Railroad narrow
gauge was chosen for preservation
because of its unequalled scenic beauty
and unique historic value. The railroad
is operated by a private company, Kyle
Railways, which owns and operates
railroads in several states.
This volunteer effort is making a
significant contribution to the railroad
as a living museum. The volunteer program was the brain-storm of two Albuquerque men, William J. Lock and
Glenden Casteel. Starting alone in
1981, they can now muster over three
dozen people, in two work sessions each
summer. This last August there were 27
people from all over the West, California, and even Florida, who traveled to
Chama for a weekend of scraping the
old wooden cars, painting with spray
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PEGGY POND CHURCH
1903-1986
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The photograph selected for the 1987 Annual Conference program and poster is an
image of William Jennings Bryan speaking from the balcony of the Gilkeson Hotel,
Roswell, September 17, 1909 . The photographer is unknown. The image was selected
by Elvis E. Fleming, Archivist, Chaves County Historical Museum, from the
Museum's extensive photographic holdings, and is used as the 1987 conference
program and poster image through the courtesy of the Chaves County Historical
Museum.

by Fern Lyon
Peggy Pond Church died last October
23. She has long been a favorite New
Mexico writer and poet . She was married to a Los Alamos Ranch School
master, Fermor Church, and raised
their three sons there. Her father,
Ashley Pond, founded the school. She
was born on her family's ranch near
Watrous, N.M. Her people were
pioneers in that area . The following
tribute to her was one of several that appeared in the December, 1987,
Newsletter of the Los Alamos Historical
Society.
We have lost a beloved and cherished
friend. Peggy was our confidant, our
conscience, our mentor, our benefactor,
our primary source of information.

guns, lettering the cars, and repainng
rotted wooden sections of other equipment. The volunteers are all members of
the Historical Society of New Mexico
and many of them are also members of
the Railroad Club of New Mexico and
other organizations.
Plans are already being laid for two
more work sessions for next summer
during the 1987 operating season. The
C&TS Railroad runs from mid-June to
mid-October. Lock reports that the
welcome mat is out for any and all who
would like to contribute to this worthwhile project and have fun at the same
time. Each year so far , the volunteers
ride the train from Chama to Cumbres
Pass on Sunday morning as guests of the
operator. In addition, a slide show of
various historical subjects is given on
Saturday evenings, as well as other opportunities for fellowship. Anyone interested in helping can get in touch with
William J. Lock at Box 36035, Station
D, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87176.
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She lived intimately with most of the
recorded history of this plateau. What
she considered the best years of her
childhood were spent on a ranch in Pajarito Canyon on what had been the
Ramon Vigil Grant. (The LANL Tech
Area known as Pajarito Site is now
located there.) Ashley Pond, Peggy's
father, established Los Alamos Ranch
School on this mesa in 1917. In 1924
Peggy married one of the Ranch School
masters, Fermor Church. She was the
first faculty wife to live at the Ranch
School. Their house was the one at the
far end of bathtub row where Duncan
MacDougall now lives. Peggy once
wrote, rather ruefully:
". . . In the beginning women were
tolerated rather than welcomed into
the School community, because
wives were known to have a distractContinued Page 4
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THE ZIA COMPANY
1948-1988
by Linda Aldrich
In 1942, when the WWII Manhattan Project took over the Los Alamos Ranch School
and adjoining ranches and homesteads on the Pajarito Plateau, the Corps of Engineers
was responsible for setting up and operating the town of Los Alamos and the Project
facilities. The University of California was the contractor for the scientific work to be
done on the atomic bomb. Although there were two Engineer units, a WAC unit and
an MP unit in Los Alamos in 1943 , most of the actual construction of hundreds of
housing units and laboratory facilities was contracted out. The first general contractor
for the ongoing construction was the M.M. Sundt Construction Company of Las
Vegas. After Sundt's contract was completed in late 1943, the Robert E . McKee Company of Texas took over construction for 1944 and 1945.

Carco Air Service, a Zia Company subsidiary, held the concession for providing
flights in and out of Los Alamos.
At the war's end, with uncertainty
about the future extent of government
involvement in atomic energy, the question arose as to whether or not Los
Alamos would continue to exist. This
was decided in the affirmative by Congress in 1946. However, neither the
Army nor the University of California
wanted the responsibility of running the
town or the Laboratory facilit ies. In
the fall of 1945, Colonel Alexander
Stevens , Post Commander at Los
Alamos, talked with Jack Brennand,
general manager of the Santa Fe Area
Office of McKee, about the possibility
of McKee taking over facilities operation of town and Laboratory. (The University of California agreed to continue
as contractor for the scientific aspects of
the Laboratory.) McKee evidently had
misgivings about taking on such a project, one perhaps being that the contract
would be on the basis of a fixed fee, less
than 1 V2 % of the total dollar volume
generated by the work performed by the
new company in Los Alamos. Most expenses, as well as taxes, would have to
come out of this fee. However, McKee
did agree to the proposal, provided a
separate, independent company could
be set up to do the work . The name of
the company was suggested by Mr.
Brennand, who recalled that the Albuquerque District of the Corps of Engineers, which was initially involved in
the Project, had called Los Alamos "T he
Zia Project," a name derived from the
Zia sun sign used on the state flag. Any
reference to Los Alamos in the company's name was considered inadvisable
because of security reasons still uppermost in the minds of all associated with
the wartime project.
2

In March 1946, The Zia Company
was incorporated for the purpose of
maintaining and operating the community of Los Alamos and the Laboratory facilities. It was incorporated for
$100,000 with a work force the first
month of 1500, a number that would
fluctuate with the demands of the growing Laboratory and community. In the
four years from 1946 to 1950, the
population of the town went from less
than 4000 to 9500, an increase that put
constant pressure on The Zia Company
to produce facilities and services for the
town and Laboratory. In the 1950s, Zia
workers numbered as high as 3000.
The company's presence permanently
and radically changed the nature of life
in northern New Mexico, as former
sheepherders, cowboys , miners ,
lumberjacks, and railroad employees
found stable, relatively well-paying
work in Los Alamos , thus ending their
often migratory search for work. Life in
northern New Mexico in the 1920s and
1930s was difficult because of the wornout land and the subsistence economy.
With the advent of Los Alamos and The
Zia Company, many were enabled to
return home to live and raise their
children with renewed hope for the
future.
For forty years, from 1946 to 1986,
The Zia Company operated and maintained the Laboratory technical areas,
but perhaps the most interesting aspect
of the company's history is that for
nearly twenty of those forty years it also
operated the town of Los Alamos,
which was the ultimate "company
town." There was almost nothing that
Zia didn't do for the residents. The
town and Laboratory that Zia took

over had been hastily thrown together
as the pressure of the war kept activity
to a fever pitch. Photos of wartime Los
Alamos show a dismal town of muddy
streets, quonset huts, trailers and flimsy
utilitarian buildings. Zia's first job was
to convert this temporary town into a
permanent city. One example of the difficulties initially encountered was the
lack of utility charts. Often whatever
plans did exist had not been followed
for one reason or another during the
war. If a problem arose with utility
mains, they often had to be located using electrical pipefinders or other such
"mechanical divining rods."
At one time or another during the
twenty years , Zia provided all utilities
as well as the servicing of them. It ran
the fire department, school system,
youth center, medical center, provided
maid and janitorial services and did all
the street maintenance and repair. Zia
operated the bus system , the taxi service
and did all vehicle and equipment repair
and maintenance. Its responsibilities included a cold storage and ice plant, provision of wood, ice and fuel oil, refuse
collection, and the collection of rent
from all housing and businesses. Zia ran
cafeterias, a hotel, administered all
business concessions in town, operated
the radio station and library and published the local newspaper. In short, if
you needed or wanted anything, you
called Zia.
The services provided varied over the
years, changing with the town's needs.
Until 1959 there were dormitories occupied by the town's single residents.
Houses were rented to families, the size
of the house partially determined by the
size of the family . For a while Zia maid
service made all the beds in the dormitories. Thre was even a time when
Zia provided a babysitting service! One
of the company's duties was to see that
all the town's lawns were watered and
cared for. In 1948 the monthly charge
for lawn upkeep for residents was $1.75
per 1000 square feet . If a resident wished to care for his own lawn he had to
apply for permission to do so to the
Parks Section of Zia. Seed and fertilizer
was sometimes given free to tenants
who wished to improve their yards.
Regular contests were held during the
summer for the most beautiful and wellkept yards. All this was part of the effort to create a modern town after the
dismal, muddy war years. Zia painted
and re-roofed houses on a regular basis,
paved driveways and distributed firewood on call.
Zia was landlord not only to the
town's residents but also to the commercial establishments given concessions to
operate in the government-owned town.
Which businesses were allowed to operate in Los Alamos was determined by
the government. After the military commissary closed there were two supermarkets given concessions to operate in
Los Alamos. Zia regularly checked the
prices to make certain that they stayed
in conformity with the current market.

For a few months The Zia Company
provided a check-cashing service for the
residents. During this time an armored
car made daily trips to Santa Fe to exchange the checks for cash. This ended
in late 1947 when the First National
Bank of Santa Fe was given a concession
in the town. Another service provided
by Zia was operation of the airport with
its 5000-foot runway. The strip was
closed to private planes until 1961 and
the official concessionaire, Carco Air
Service, operated regular flights between the town and Albuquerque. In
1961-62 the flight log listed over
19,000 passengers and over 7000
flights. The Zia-operated bus service
was initially free to all employees and
picked up people from as far away as
Santa Fe to bring them to work in Los
Alamos. Later a ten-cent fare was instituted, certainly not enough to cover
the operating costs. The revenue for one
month in 1947 was $447.40 and the
cost of operation was $2671.49!
From 1946 to 1949 Zia ran five cafeterias, which opened or closed depending on the community'S needs . The
Lodge (today called Fuller Lodge, its
original name) was the town's only
hotel. It was operated by Zia and after
1957 when the town was no longer
closed to outsiders, was listed as "approved by Duncan Hines." This handsome log building, designed by John
Gaw Meem for the Ranch School in
1928, had three stone wings added in
1948 to provide additional rooms. The
Lodge manager and his family lived in
the building. Visitors to the town could
be accommodated only as rooms not
needed by official Laboratory visitors
became available. The Lodge continued
its wartime role as the town's favorite
eating and gathering spot. Such events
as Hawaiian luaus and Roaring Twenties parties were a feature, as was a
catering service and Saturday night
dancing to a local band.
There was a superintendant of
schools who oversaw the school
teachers , but The Zia Company was
responsible for the school payroll and
the general operation and construction
of all the schools. Zia bought all school
supplies, processed, paid, and housed
all school employees, and provided
janitorial and bus service to the schools.
In the three years during which Zia
operated the schools, the enrollment
went from 343 to over 1500.
Company operations were complicated by the elaborate system used in
allocating housing to those who worked
in Los Alamos. Because there were not
enough houses for everyone, a point
system based on such things as seniority
and job criticality was devised by the
government for assigning housing. Only
Zia's top supervisory personnel and a
few key foremen were given houses in
town. To help relieve the housing
crunch in the 1950s, Zia operated a
camp for construction workers at White
Rock. It included houses, trailers, dormitories, stores, a cafeteria, post office,

Fuller Lodge when it was operated as the town's only hotel.

renewal of the contract with the Department of Energy for operation of the National Laboratory facilities- and so
ended its forty-year history of service to
New Mexico and the nation. Its impact
on the state has been extensive, not only
in jobs provided. Those with sharp eyes
and some acquaintance with Los
Alamos may be able to spot many Los
Alamos buildings, either built by Zia or
declared surplus and replaced by Zia,
which were moved to various places
around New Mexico and surrounding
states.
L.A.
Article compiled from th.e following
sources:
- The Zia Company in Los Alamos: A
History. Robert E. McKee. Carl Hertzog, El Paso. 1950.
- "The Zia News." Published weekly
by The Zia Company, 1949-1986.
- Files of the Los Alamos Historical
Museum Archives.
Photographs courtesy of the Los
Alamos Historical Museum Photo Archives.
Thanks to William Dunning, Pan
American World Services, and to Bruce
Kaiper, Espanola, for their assistance
with this article.

The White Rock construction camp , 1950 .

Linda Aldrich is the Archivist at
the Los Alamos Historical Society
Museum.
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TO BE FEATURED
IN NATIONAL MAGAZINE

One of the town's cafeterias, now the public library.

A residential street in Los Alamos, 1949.

school and fire department. When construction in Los Alamos slacked off, the
camp was abandoned and torn down .
In the early 1960s the present-day town
of White Rock was built by private developers on the site of the former construction camp.
Eventually, following the precedents
set at two other government towns,
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and Hanford,
Washington, Congress determined that
the federal government should dispose
of the town site operations. This meant
that Zia services would henceforth
cover only the Laboratory technical
areas and the community itself would be
operated by the separate city/ county
government, in existence since 1949. In
the early 1960s, as disposal was planned, Zia was deluged with calls from
residents anxious to take advantage of

the company's free services to put their
houses in excellent condition before sale
by the government. Residents were
given first option to buy when their
houses were sold. Disposal of the
various aspects of town operation occurred over the course of several years
in the early to mid-1960s. Zia became a
more conventional government contractor and Los Alamos a more conventionally-run town , though less carefree for
its residents.
Over the years, The Zia Company
performed contract servics at other sites
away from Los Alamos, including the
White Sands Test Facility, the Nevada
Test Site, Sandia Corporation, Dow
Chemical Company, Grumman Corporation, etcetera. In 1973 it became a
subsidiary of Santa Fe Industries. In
1986, The Zia Company lost its bid for

The growing volunteer program on the
Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad is to
be featured in the May-June issue of
Locomotive and Railway Preservation.
Board members Bill Lock and Spencer
Wilson are writing about the details of
the volunteer program on the narrow
gauge railroad which runs from Chama,
N .M. to Antonito, Colo.
The C&TSRR has a history of volunteer efforts going back to those intrepid
souls who successfully lobbied the two
state legislatures to buy the line in 1969
and 1970. That volunteer effort waned
over the succeeding years. Then Bill
Lock, Glenden Casteel and others revived the movement in 1981. Since then
the numbers of volunteers and the projects have increased in size and importance on that historic property.
The C&TSRR is on the National
Register of Historic Places, and was
honored by the National Trust for
Historic Preservation. More recently the
railroad was designated a National
Historic Civil Engineering Landmark by
the American Society of Civil Engineers
(see La Cronica, November 1985).
The volunteers are encouraged and
supported by the C&TSRR Commission and have the fullest cooperation
from Kyle Railways, the operator of the
railroad. The article describes the very
tricky problem of liability insurance and
how the problem was solved. Over the
last five years the volunteers have worked on rolling stock, structures, painting
and repairing. People have come from
as far away as California and Florida.
Each and every volunteer must be a current member of HSNM in order to qualify for work sessions. The program has
added about thirty members to the
society and more are expected by the
summer of 1987.
Locomotive and Railway Preservation is devoted to the nuts and bolts of
preserving railroad equipment and
structures. This is the only magazine of
this nature in the country. It is published six times a year and has been very
well received for a new publication.
Any member of the society interested
in either the volunteer program or the
magazine may contact Spencer Wilson
or Bill Lock. Plans are being laid this
summer and your help is needed to keep
this enterprise going. Contributions
would also be gratefully received.
0

BOOK REVIEW
Tres Macho - He Said
by Fray Angelico Chavez
Published by William Gannon, Santa Fe, N.M., 1985.
Reviewed by Andrew J. Dobek
In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul
tells us ". . . now we see through a
glass, darkly ...." Indeed, much of the
great span of New Mexican history can
be viewed only in that glass, darkly.
Even trained observers, viewing the
same scene, often report differing halfformed or misshapen figures. Now
comes the respected historian, Fray
Angelico Chavez . In his book, Tres
Macho - He Said he reviews again the
historical religious drama of the
Catholic church in New Mexico in the
latter part of the 19th century. This account involves Padre Gallegos of Albuquerque in his losing struggle with the
new leaders of the provisional diocese.
These new leaders, Bishop Lamy and
Vicar Machebeuf, coming from "civilization to sundown," bring a baggage of
differing culture, values and beliefs.
These will confront and defeat the New
Mexican padre. Nevertheless, Fray
Angelico insists that Gallegos is both the
contributor to his ultimate removal
from the Church of San Felipe de Neri,
as well as the victim.
The question is "Why?" Other writers
and historians, in questioning the
reasoning behind the suspension of the
popular priest, have also looked
through the glass. They reported such
motivations as religious devotion, lofty
ideals and a purity of morals as the
reasons for such action. Fray Angelico,
looking through the same glass, arrives
at contradictory conclusions by pointing to another path across this sticky
morass. Those conclusions, particularly
for the followers of Willa Cather, will
be found to be quite startling.
He first argues, as one of the reasons
for this action, to be the unjust poisoning of the minds of Lamy and Machebeuf by Bishop Odin when the weary
travelers, enroute to Santa Fe, arrive in
Galveston. There can be no doubt that
the Bishop's evaluation of the Mexicans
and their native clergy would be rampantly racist. However, it appears that
time alone could have denied the Bishop
this dubious distinction. Ray John de
Aragon, in his book on Lamy and Martinez, states that Lamy arrived in
Galveston by January 8, 1851. He then
departed on January 9th, when his
vessel struck a shoal while nearing
Matagorda Bay. It seems more likely
that the Bishop's racist opinions were
only more readily absorbed because of
previous reports obtained by Lamy. De
Aragon reports that Lamy sought out all
the information on New Mexico that he
could possibly find. Obviously, the
greatest source of first hand information
would come from the Anglo merchants
and soldiers. It cannot be denied that
this information, rooted in the Puritan
value system of the eastern seaboard,
was largely bigoted, racist and antiCatholic. These informants purported
the priests of New Mexico to be corrupt
and profligate , as well as given to
lecherous practices. Fray Angelico states
the English-speaking residents used
Josiah Gregg's book as a "bible of
bigotry." In any event, Fray Angelico's
charges that these reports poisoned the
minds of these new prelates cannot be
dismisssed. However, it should be
noted, he lays these charges primarily
on Machebeuf's doorstep.
The second argument combines a
mixture of French chauvinism with a
rural piety bordering on zealotry . This
piety has a hidden depth, creating a
mask for the subsequent actions of an
individual so inflicted. The zealotry ,
contends the author, results in a
Continued Page 4 C7'
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Peggy Pond Church (continu ed)

Peggy Pond Church photographed by N eil Jacobs in August 1985 .
ing habit of becoming mothers.
There was a legend that faculty wives
would be expected to produce only
sons; the only Los Alamos Master to
father a daughter did so after he left
the mesa to establish his own
school. "
Peggy herself must have been responsible for the legend - her three sons were
born while she was at the Ranch
School.
The youngest son was brokenhearted when the Army took over the
school in December of 1942 and effectively wiped it out. He was only 10, too
young to go to the school as his older
brothers had.
Peggy found solace for this disruption
in their lives from her friend, Edith
Warner, about whom she has written so
movingly in her book, Th e House at
Otowi Bridge. The book has never been
out of print since it was published in
1959. It has provided understanding
and pleasure to countless readers.
She and her husband wrote a charming booklet for the Historical Society in

1974, When Los Alamos Was a Ranch
School, which is also a perennial

Her poems, published throughout
most of her life, have warmed our
hearts and strengthened our appreciation for our special part of the planet.
But most of all is Peggy herself: her
unblinking honesty, her depth of
perception, her astringent comments,
her sense of fun , ... her revelation that
coyote is responsible for the minor
disasters of life, her ceaseless insistence
that we pronounced Otowi properly as
O-towi and not Ah-towi, her constant
reminders that J. Robert Oppenheimer
did not attend the Ranch School.
The touching words Peggy wrote
about Edith Warner's death back In
1951 apply poignantly to her own:
". . . I felt as though we were waiting
for a birth as much as for a death, as
though the passage from life were not
after all so different from the passage
into it, as though Edith's spirit were
only in labor to be free, like a child
that must be delivered from its
mother. Why have men made such
an enemy of death, I began to
wonder. Edith was wiser, who saw it
only as a transition and went her way
without a struggle."
F.L.
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Tres Macho - He Said (continued)
spiritual malignity deadly to human
relationships. The term for this malignity is scrupulosity. In the religious context, it contains the life-long conflict
between the consciousness of spirituality contesting with the carnal nature of
the body. In this conflict, the forces of
deeply held pious convictions suppress
the carnal desires. Ultimately, the
secular feelings and erotic thoughts are
buried so deeply that they can only be
accepted as the most shameful of sins.
With the advancement of this argument, Fray Angelico places Machebeuf
center stage as the strongest figure in
this religious drama. In Machebeuf's
case, the result is a zealotism that
becomes obsessed with sexual views of
the world, whether real or imagined.
One so obsessed could be attracted to
others of the same sex for good, or with
equal fervor, develop a perverse need to
root out and destroy those with suspected impurities. Accepting this argument, one can initially observe the existence of a "particular friendship" between Lamy and Machebeuf. Yet, the
author carefully removes Lamy from the
stigma of this malignity. It also exists
unrecognized by Machebeuf. Consequently, the relationship is categorized as that of "two good pious
friends." It exists without any of the
proclivities that usually determine a
"particular friendship." Of the two
men, Machebeuf is the stronger and the
more domineering. For Lamy, Machebeuf is the one person on whom he can
rely to be a sturdy friend.
Add now another ingredient - the big
lie. The view that there is a tendency on
the part of both churchmen to lie is
carefully constructed and supported.
Machebeuf lies in his struggles with
Gallegos. Lamy lies to protect his sturdy
friend from severe chastisment from the
Holy See. Fray Angelico reports the first
recorded lie made by Machebeuf as
when Machebeuf, on leaving home
without a farewell , later writes his
father, placing the blame on obedience
to instructions received from his
seminary rector. The easy use of a lie
may be seen also in the historic argument between Machebeuf and Gallegos
regarding ownership of the convent property adjacent to the church in Albuquerque. The lies continue until they
build to a climax in Machebeuf's defense in Rome to charges contained in
the Legislature's Letter to the Pope.
That letter, designed as a devastating
counterattack, was enginered by Gallegos from his position as the United
States Congressman from New Mexico.
. The author titles that specific chapter as
"The Big Roman Lie." Lamy, too, lies
repeatedly when defending Machebeuf's
breaches of the confessional seal. Again,
according to the author, Lamy inserts
". . . the big lie . . . into the false argument" as he uses his Christmas Pastoral
Letter of 1852 to falsely charge
rebellion against his native clergy.

N ow let us turn briefly to the tres
macho hombre, Jose Manuel Gallegos.
He is described not only as spirited and
handsome, but also as cocky and indiscreet. A volatile mixture, indeed.
Also consider Machebeuf's description:
"He has more than ordinary talents, lots
of spirit and good looks, but very vain
and pretentious." Now let us add one
more ingredient and the volatility of the
compound becomes inescapable.
Imagine Albuquerque in the early
August of 1851. Padre Gallegos has
prepared an elaborate reception for the
new prelate and his companion. They
are weary from their long journey and
Santa Fe is still ahead. There are arches
of flowers and the faithful are gathered
to kiss the sacred ring. The festive banquet is complete with Bernalillo wines.
Since the banquet is in the Padre's
residence, adjacent to the church, much
of the household work and preparation
is being directed by the Padre's housekeeper. She was previously described as
a "- very handsome lady who graces
the establishment." At this point, Fray
Angelico fancifully muses and describes
the Bishop and Vicar exchanging knowing looks, remembering the warnings
heard in Galveston.
The serious student of New Mexican
history, as well as the casual reader, will
be challenged in following Fray Angelico's path across the morass.
Whether or not they agree with his conclusions, they would do well to stop a
moment and look back. Despite Paul's
admonition, most readers will probably
agree that the view is not as dark nor as
distorted as it has been for so many
years. Fray Angelico's companion
volume But Time and Chance is recommended for those interested in clearing
the glass for a wider and sharper view of
this ecclesiastical conflict. He has
labored long and diligently to present
his Hispanic clerics in a more realistic
light. He does not, however, hold back
when they are deserving of censure. Importantly, he does much .to remove the
cobwebs of racism and bigotry. Nevertheless, Willa Cather's 1927 view of the
Archbishop is firmly entrenched in the
popular mind. Santa Fe booksellers
have recently reported that her book on
Lamy probably continues to be one of
their most consistent sales. Perhaps now
is the time for an aspiring author to
write another novel about the Archbishop based on this current research.
Would "Truth Comes for the Archbishop" be an appropriate title?
In conclusion, this writer points to
what can only be an oversight. New
Mexico's first Congressman was
Richard H. Weightman who served
from July 21, 1851 through July 22,
1852. Padre Gallegos, New Mexico's
first Hispanic Congressman, assumed
his Congressional seat on March 4,

1853.

A.J.D.
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